120                      A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

dream and see the vision in his chamber at Susa,
or where else he dwelt in Persia, or Arabia, as in
the wilderness ; but he catched him there, and took
that advantage, to introduce the ceremony of his
future corresponding; and therefore he appoints
him to come again to the same place, and there
gives him the formality of measures to be observed;
he must make his tour fifteen times round the tree;
he must call him by what infernal title he was pleased
to give himself; and this to be done three times
every circuit he made about the tree; and when all
this was done, as he might well be inclined to do,
he was to lie down and go to sleep. And what
need all this cookery, but to dish up the delusion
with a due form, give a sanction to the vision itself?
and command a suitable regard to the audience
which he had the honour to be admitted to ?

If this had not been the case, it might as well
have all been transacted anywhere else; but Satan
finds his account in these things : for during many
ages after this, and perhaps in other places, the
southsayers and magicians of Arabia went out in
the night, and into the wilderness, and solitary
places, to meet with their inspirations, and to dream
dreams, and then canoe back, stored and qualified
to make their predictions; as much as to say, they
go to their palni-trees, to meet visions; there they
met their devil, and then came back, and spread
their delusions, as their instructer had furnished
them.

Semiramls, it seems, and we may suppose her suc-
cessors in the Babylonian monarchy, kept several
sets of these people; and as they had their several
denominations, so they had their several offices and
employments under her: as particularly her wise
men or magicians; these were to explain to her the
aspect of the heavens, the probable effects of all
surprising phenomena in nature; her astrologers